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Mayor Fulop Announces the 2021 Summer Food Service Program to Ensure
All Jersey City Youth has Access to Free, Healthy Meals During Summer
Recess

52 Sites Citywide will Serve 225,000 Meals to Kids

JERSEY CITY — Mayor Steven M. Fulop and the Jersey City Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) announced today the start of this year’s Summer Food Service Program, providing free, healthy meals to
all children, ages 18 and under, to ensure there is no gap in healthy food access during the summer months when
school is out of session.

The federally funded, state-administered summer program is run locally by Jersey City’s HHS to serve nutritious
breakfast and lunch to children and teens in low-income areas from June 28" through August 27", The City is
prepared to meet an increased demand compared to previous years with a total of 225,000 meals to be served
throughout the 8-week program.

“It is critically important that we continue to support Jersey City families who are in need of food assistance,
especially in our underserved communities,” said Mayor Fulop. “This year we anticipate an even greater need
as the pandemic has created tough circumstances for many of our residents. | encourage anyone in need to take
advantage of these free meals. No registration is necessary. No questions asked.”

The Summer Food Service Program is a federal program of the Food and Nutrition Services, United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA).

The City of Jersey City is prepared to meet an increase in demand this summer, as we have seen with other meal
programs offered to local residents throughout the pandemic. In fact, at the height of the pandemic, HHS saw a
300% increase in demand for Meals on Wheels services.

“This year, we will have more than 50 City-sponsored sites,” said Stacey Flanagan, Director of the Jersey City
Health and Human Services Department. “We are pleased that the USDA is continuing to allow flexible
operating options like “grab and go” and parent/guardian pick up, So that we can safely serve as many families as
possible while we continue to manage through this ongoing public health crisis.”
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Anyone in need of a meal can visit one of the 52 sites with locations spanning the City, including schools, parks,
community centers, health clinics, and other certified and safe sites. To find a nearby meal site, please visit the
USDA map_here.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, and
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they
applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available
in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
(AD- 3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or
write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request
a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2 Fax: (202) 690-7442; or

3) Email: program.intake@usda.gov

All media inquiries should be directed to Kimberly Scalcione at KScalcione@jcnj.org or 201-376-0699.
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